BINGHAM FOOTBALL: Miners 47, Kearns 13

Langi gets started early as Miners bury Kearns
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KEARNS — For the first
games of the season, the
Bingham Miners have proven
to be one of the state’s best
offensive teams. Friday night,
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Kearns discovered there’s
more.

Harvey Langi rushed
152 yards and scored three
times —in the first quarter
alone — but Braden Anderson
returned a punt for a score and
Travis McRae found the end
zone after an interception as
Bingham whipped the Cougars
47-13 in its Region 3 opener.

With the win, Bingham
improved to 5-1 overall and 1-0
in region. The Miners, who
have not lost a region game
since 2004, put this one away
early.

Langi had his best game
of the season, and yet spent
most of the night on the bench.
Langi had touchdown runs of
69, 49 and 15 yards, and it
happened so quickly that
Kearns was down 20-0 before
many fans had found their
seats.

After the Langi show
ended, Anderson took Saul
Cavillo’s punt, juked several
tacklers and sprinted 53 yards
for a score. The touchdown
return was his second this
season, although not as timely

Chris Copier (center) and Brad Laursen (No. 65) put up a strong front of pass
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as last week’s effort against
Cottonwood.

McRae put the finishing
touch on the opening half with
a 34-yard pass interception, the
first pick six of the season for
the Miners.

But don’t let Bingham’s
exploits make you think this
game was boring.

In between Anderson
and McRae’s scores, Cavillo got
the home crowd on his feet
when he returned a kickoff 96
yards for a score. Since Kearns’'
offense hadn’t done anything
up until that time, it was a
welcome sight.

Bingham’s defense held
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the Cougars in check for most
of the game. The Cougars had
just eight first downs, and their
once-potent running game was
held to 13 yards. QB J.R. Finai
completed 13 of 28 passes, but
for only 78 yards.

Finai never had much
time to throw. He was sacked
four times (Lowell Lotulelei —
twice — as well as Mitch
Meacham and Seni Fauonuku).
He was also intercepted by
McRae and Anderson, who
notched his first pick since his
big night in the season opener.

Richie Vakapuna

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

spelled Langi and had a season-high
109 yards on 11 carries. With the
offensive line in charge, the Miners
didn’t need to pass. QBs Ty Hannay
and Stefan Cantwell combined for
only 30 yards through the air.

Vakapuna scored on a 2-yard
run and Cantwell had a 40-yard
scamper in the third quarter, and
that forced the clock to run
continuously thanks to the UHSAA’s
35-point “mercy rule.”

The Kearns offense finally
got on the scoreboard when reserve
QB Justin Summers connected with
Mantin Smith on a 20-yard touchdown
pass.

Seni Fauonuku (left) and Lowell Lotulelei (No. 57) get ready to
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tackle either the running back or Kearns QB J.R. Finai

GAME SUMMARY

Bingham 20 14 13 0 - 47
Kearns 0 6 0 7 - 13

B ¢ Harvey Langi 69 run (Braeden
Loveless kick)

B — Langi 49 run (kick failed)

B — Langi 15 run (Loveless kick)

B — Braden Anderson 53 punt
return (Loveless kick)

K — Saul Cavillo 96 kickoff return
(kick failed)

B — Travis McRae 34 interception
return (Loveless kick)

B — Richie Vakapuna 2 run
(Loveless kick)

B — Stefan Cantwell 40 run (kick
failed)

K — Mantin Smith 20 pass from
Justin Summers (Brock Whetman
kick)

TEAM STATISTICS
Bing Kearns

First downs 17 8
Rushes-yards 41-358 19-13
Passing yards 30 144
Passes 5-11-0 17-33-2
Fumbles-lost 3-2 0-0
Penalties 1-11 2-8
Punts 5-36.0 8-35.0

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING

BINGHAM: Langi 10-152, Vakapuna 11-109,
Cantwell 4-48, Leake 6-22, Siddoway 4-12, Helfert
1-9, Stout 1-4, Hussey 1-3, Hannay 2-0, Troester 1-
(-1)
KEARNS: Sweat 1-22, Bolden 6-7, Solovi 1-(-2),
Summers 1-(-3), Finai 10-(-11).
PASSING

BINGHAM: Hannay 5-6-0-30, Cantwell 0-5-0-0.
KEARNS: Finai 13-28-2-78, Summers 4-5-0-66.

RECEIVING
BINGHAM: Smith 2-15, Fackrell 1-10, Hall 1-3,
Measom 1-2.
KEARNS: Teller 4-51, Sweat 5-24, Juarez 3-23,
Smith 1-20, Bolden 1-13, Blain 1-12, Bernard 1-1,
Solovi 1-0.
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