
 
 
 
 
 

Defense keeps Miners on track to Region crown 
 

By Bruce Smith 
MatchupUT.com 
 

 The Bingham Miners got 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 
from the Taylorsville Warriors 
Friday night ς a scare. 
 It was shortlived, but it 
was a scare nonetheless. In the 
end, though, the Miners 
recovered and buried the 
Warriors 45-7 to earn the first-
place trophy in Region 3 for the 
fifth straight year. Bingham will 
go into the 5A playoffs with a 
No. 1 seed and open at home. 
 The opponent is not yet 
ƪƴƻǿƴΦ WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ 
Brighton Friday put those two 
teams into a tie, and a playoff is 
scheduled for Tuesday. 
 The Miners could have 
been accused of overlooking 
Taylorsville. At least it appeared 
that way at first. The offense 
struggled, but the defense 
came through. 
 Early in the game, 
.ƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ Kesni Tausinga 
intercepted a Gabe Bloomfield 
pass and returned it eight yards 
for a touchdown. However, 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ aƛƴŜǊǎΩ ƻƴƭȅ 
score for a while. 
 άLǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘen the 
offense has a bad day, the 
ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ǇƛŎƪǎ ƛǘ ǳǇΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
.ƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ Travis McRae, who 
had an interception and forced 
a fumble on the night.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
McRae gave Bingham the lead 
again when he picked off a pass 
and returned it 46 yards for a 
score. After that, Bingham was 
never headed. 
 Richie Vakapuna rushed 
for 102 yards and Harvey Langi 
had 86.  The Miners benefited 
from short fields, thanks to four
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taylorsville interceptions. Jared 
Afalava and Kameron Coon 
had the other picks.  

Vakapuna and Stefan 
Cantwell had touchdown runs 
later in the second quarter, and 
kicker Braeden Loveless added  
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BINGHAM FOOTBALL: Miners 45, Taylorsville 7 
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Jordan Riding sets his feet in order to take on a Taylorsville defender. 
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a 36-yard field goal and Bingham led 31-7 at halftime. 
 [ŀƴƎƛΩǎ у-yard touchdown run in the third quarter  
was the clincher. The Miners emptied their bench after  
that. Since Taylorsville had just five first downs, and 39  
yards total offense, Bingham was never threatened. 
 QB Ty Hannay had a good night, completing 12  
of 18 passes for 106 yards, and added a 5-yard touchdown  
pass to Brady Measom ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŎƻǊŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ aƛƴŜǊǎ Ǌŀƴ см ǇƭŀȅǎΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ  
38, and dominated the time of possession. 
 The two interception returns for scores was also a  
season high, and continued a trend for the Miners. Bingham  
returned a pass for a touchdown in each of its last five  
games.  

BINGHAM FOOTBALL: Miners 45, Taylorsville 7 

GAME SUMMARY 
 

Bingham              7     24     14      0   -   45 
Taylorsville          7       0       0      0   -     7 
 

   B ς Kesni Tausinga 8 interception return (Braeden 
Loveless kick) 
   T ς Devin Keeling 9 pass from Gabe Bloomfield 
(Jared Stenberg kick) 
   B ς Travis McRae 46 interception return (Loveless 
kick) 
   B ς Richie Vakapuna 5 run (Loveless kick) 
   B ς Stefan Cantwell 3 run (Loveless kick) 
   B ς FG Loveless 36 
   B ς Harvey Langi 8 run (Loveless kick) 
   B ς Brady Measom 5 pass from Ty Hannay 
(Loveless kick) 
 

TEAM STATISTICS 
   Bing   Tay 
First downs    21     5 
Rushes-yards  43-236 20-13 
Passing yards  106   26 
Passes                12-18-0 6-18-4 
Fumbles-lost   2-2   2-0 
Penalties                               12-125 5-31 
Punts                   1-34.0 4-33.0 
 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING 

BINGHAM:  Vakapuna 10-102, Langi 14-86, Hannay 
5-33, Leake 7-21, Cantwell 2-9, Pikula 1-5, Siddoway 
4-(-20) 
TAYLORSVILLE: Heckenliable 12-17, Stuart 2-5, 
Togiai 4-(-4), Bloomfield 2-(-5). 

PASSING 
BINGHAM: Hannay 12-18-0-106. 
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RECEIVING 
BINGHAM: Smith 1-35, Cantwell 2-23, Measom 3-18, Hall 2-
13. 
TAYLORSVILLE: Keeling 3-18, Togiai 2-14, Heckenliable 1-(-6). 
 

TOP: Ty Hannay, Brandon 
Lambert, Tyson Hussey, 
Baker Prichard and 
Manoa Pikula wait with 
Braden Anderson on the 
sideline. 
 
RIGHT: RB Harvey Langi 
breaks a Taylorsville 
tackle. 

 

Page 27 


