
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 was the charm for 5A champ Bingham 
 

By Bruce Smith 
MatchupUT.com 
 

 Coming into the 2009 
football season, Bingham coach 
Dave Peck thought the Miners 
might have it all to win the 
Utah state 5A championship. 
 They had talent, speed, 
size and agility. They had 
experience, and playmakers at 
key positions. But would it be 
enough? What was missing? 
 Humility? The Miners 
discovered that on their road 
trip to Texas. While the loss to 
powerhouse Trinity High was 
disappointing, they learned  
they didn’t like to lose. 
 So, what else is there? 
 Adversity, of course. 
Everybody needs to have it 
placed upon them, and it 
makes them even better when 
they succeed. 
 Mission accomplished. 
 “One of the big things 
for us was consistency,” said 
Peck, whose team finished 13-1 
overall and 5-0 in Region 3 play. 
Bingham captured the crown 
for the second time in four 
years with a 35-24 over Davis at 
Rice-Eccles Stadium. 
 “I don’t think there was 
any doubt that we could go out 
and win, but this was the year 
the kids were determined. In 
any difficult stretch, we found a 
way to put the game away.” 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There were several key times 
during the season when that 
was evident. 

* - In the second game 
against Alta, the Miners gave up 
25 second-quarter points to the 
two-time defending champions 
(and their nemesis), but rallied for 
a 38-34 win. 

* - Against American Fork, 
they gave up an 80-yard 
touchdown pass on the game’s 
first play. But the Cavemen 
couldn’t score again until late in 
the game. 

* - Against Cottonwood, 
the Miners led just 17-14 at 
halftime and the Colts had the 
home-field advantage and the 
momentum. Braden Anderson 
then returned the second-half 
kickoff for a touchdown and the  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

rout was on. 
* - Against Taylorsville, the 

offense fizzled early, but the 
defense prevented the Warriors 
from thinking they could pull off the 
upset when Kesni Tausinga and 
Travis McRae returned 
interceptions for touchdowns. 

* - Against Jordan, the 
Miners led 41-7 at halftime, but 
watched as the Beetdiggers rallied. 
Bingham got back to business and 
earned a 20-point win. 

* - Against Syracuse, the 
game was tied 3-3 late in the first 
half but Jake Bright blocked a 
punt and Kamron Coon recovered 
it in the end zone for a game-
changing score. 
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BINGHAM FOOTBALL: 2009 season recap 

 

QB Stefan Cantwell hollers to the Bingham crowd after scoring one of his four 
touchdowns in the Miners’ championship-game win over Davis. 

Page 4 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued from previous page 
 

* - And, finally, in the title 
game against Davis. The Miners 
trailed 17-7 at halftime, but the 
players did some soul-searching at 
halftime and QB Stefan Cantwell 
emerged a hero in the big win. 

 
What’s noticeable about 

these season-changing events 
is they rarely involve the same 
players. Sure, lineman Tuni 
Kanuch was named Utah’s “Mr. 
Football” by the Deseret News, 
and RB Harvey Langi  ran for 
1,514 yards, scored 21 
touchdowns, and won the 
coveted Gatorade award, but 
there was more to this team. 

Bradyn Heap, Seni 
Fauonuku, Brandon Lambert, 
Kanuch, Langi, McRae and 
Anderson each earned first 
team all-state honors by the 
Deseret News or Salt Lake 
Tribune. The Miners also 
dominated the all-region team. 
 As for the consistency? 
This year’s team could be just  
the start of many 
championships, and success 
breeds success. 
 “We’ve tried to base 
our program on that,” Peck  
said. “It takes a really special 
team to do what this team did. 
But if you have consistency, the 
younger kids learn it and it 
becomes easier next time.” 
 Bingham prepared this 
team for success by providing a  
difficult schedule. The Miners 
had won the Region 3 title the  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
last four years with relative 
ease. So, Peck and his staff 
arranged to open the season 
with Viewmont (a playoff team 
in 2008), Alta (the champ), 
Trinity (a Texas power), 
American Fork (a playoff 
contender) and Cottonwood 
(lost in the 4A title game).  
 “We needed that,” Peck 
said. “We think we need to play 
the toughest schedule we can 
to prepare us for state.” 

The Trinity game was 
the highlight. The entire team, 
as well as hundreds of fans, 
flew to Dallas as Bingham 
played the first high school 
game inside the huge new 
Dallas Cowboys Stadium.  
 The team had to adjust 
to the travel, hot, humid 
outside weather conditions, the 
food, staying three nights in a 
hotel, the awe of the facility, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the big crowd (over 30,000) and 
then face Trinity, whose speed 
was on another level. 
 “It was really stressful 
to do all that,” said Peck, whose 
team lost 42-21. “I regret that 
we didn’t play better, but it was 
such a big disadvantage. 
 “Still, the kids and I will 
never look at the Cowboys 
Stadium the same way again. 
Every time they’re on TV, we 
can say we played there.” 
 And the Miners also 
knew they would face no other 
adversity bigger than what they 
faced in Texas. 
 Their reward? 
 The players, coaches 
and fans have the rest of their 
lives to remember it.

 

BINGHAM FOOTBALL: 2009 season recap 

 2009 results 
 

Date Opponent             W/L   Score 
 
Aug. 21 VIEWMONT            W     28-8 
Aug. 28 ALTA                 W     38-34 
Sept. 7 at Trinity, Texas       L      21-42 
Sept. 11 AMERICAN FORK  W     41-14 
Sept. 18 at Cottonwood         W     45-29 
Sept. 24 at Kearns*               W     47-13 
Sept. 30 COPPER HILLS*     W    50-7 
Oct. 9 West Jordan*           W    41-7 
Oct. 16 RIVERTON*             W    35-7 
Oct. 22 at Taylorsville*         W     45-7 

-----5A playoffs----- 
Oct. 31 JORDAN                  W    62-42 
Nov. 6 SYRACUSE             W    38-3 
Nov. 12 vs. Alta                     W    28-19 
Nov. 19 vs. Davis                   W    35-24 
 

* - Region 3 games. Home games in CAPS 

Coach Dave Peck celebrates 
Bingham’s championship season. 
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