BINGHAM FOOTBALL: 2009 season highlight

Texas trip was a memory of a lifetime for Miners

By Mike Phillips
CoachesAid.com

They helped us.

That's exactly what Ty
Hannay said.

And he meant it.

Hannay and the rest of
his Bingham teammates were
already reflecting, already
looking back — and already
looking ahead a bit, too.

They had just played in
the game of their lives, right
there in the Jerry Jones $1.15
billion football palace known as
Cowboys Stadium.

Star-struck? That
wouldn't cover it. Not really.

“When we came on the
field, you just stand there in
shock," said defensive lineman
Seni Fauonuku. “You're head is
spinning, looking at everything.
And everything is just so big.
You have never felt so small, so
small and little in the world. It's
something I'll never forget."

Then there was that
team from Texas.

The kids from Bingham
might have been shocked a
little by Euless Trinity's speed
and all those Division | Texans
that kept flying at them all
morning in the Herbstreit
Football Series, but the Miners
will overcome that —and the
42-21 loss to one of the top
programs in Texas.

Bingham players take the field inside the Dallas Cowboys Stadium.

Don't mind Fauonuka
for reflecting a little longer than
most. He attended Euless
Trinity when he was a freshman
and his father still lives there.
He still has strong ties to the
Polynesian community there.
Both teams featured players
whose families are originally
form Tonga.

Before the game Trinity
coach Steve Lineweaver
couldn't help but remark on the
similarities.

"It's like my grandson
looking in the mirror and
saying, 'hey, this looks familiar.'
They look a lot like us," he said.

Similar in many ways,
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but the players from Texas
were more athletic, and so
much faster. In the end that
was the difference.

"Their team speed was
amazing,'" said Bingham coach
Dave Peck.

Still, the kids from Utah
feel they'll be better —in every
way.

“This will make us
stronger," Fauonuku said.
“Make us stronger than we
were before."

They were pretty strong
before they made the 1,400
mile trip to Arlington. The
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Miners (2-1) showed up as the top-ranked team in
Utah. They left still looking for the state title that
got away from them last season.

“They (Trinity) helped us," said Hannay,
who split time with Stefan Cantwell at quarterback
and threw for 105 yards and two touchdowns. “We
learned from this game, and we'll take something
good from it. They brought intensity and they
brought urgency. That's what we have to do. They
helped us a lot."

Trinity is no stranger to big games. The
Trojans won state titles in 2005 and 2007 and were
13-0 and ranked No. 1 in the nation last season
when eventual state champ Allen beat them in the
state quarterfinals. The Trojans are loaded with
talent.

“That's a great team. They do have a lot of
speed," running back Harvey Langi said. “l would
read the play and find the hole and they would be
there. They just flew to the ball."

Langi finished with 52 yards on 13 carries
and also caught two passes for 16 yards, but as he
said, Bingham just never could break open the big
play to close the gap.

“If we could have just gotten a stop or two
in the second half it could have been a different
game," said Peck, who didn't like the fact college
rules were in effect.

“The blocking rules were different, and that
did have an impact on the game, because of the
cut blocking' he said. “We would be in the open
field thinking 'we got him,,' and then we didn't."

What they did get was the memory of a
lifetime.

“They will never forget this game for the
rest of their lives," Peck said. “They can tell their
kids and their grandkids every time they are
watching a game from (Cowboys Stadium) they can
say 'l played on that field."”

That's why Bingham left with so much more
than a loss.
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TOP: The players dined together on the trip.

BOTTOM: B i nsgractcefield and Tuni Kanuch.

“This is the craziest experience of my life,"
Langi said. “l never ever would have believed that |
would ever play a game in this stadium. The
experience is priceless."

And they shared that priceless moment.

Bingham decided to bring 98 players. Only
60 players were originally going to make the trip,
but the school and the community made the
commitment, held some extra fundraisers and did
everything they could to make sure all the players
made the trip.

“It was amazing," Hannay said. “A high
school game and a pro atmosphere. Playing in this
stadium was just amazing.

“We will take this memory for the rest of
our lives, and we be a better team for it. It was a
once in a lifetime experience."
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