
 
 
 
 
 

McRae shows he’s a big deal in a small package 
 

By Bruce Smith 
MatchupUT.com 
 

 The season was over. 
The 5A state championship 
trophy was resting comfortably 
in the Bingham High School 
trophy cabinet, but Travis 
McRae was still uncertain. 
 He was wondering if he 
would make the local 
newspapers’ all-state team. 
 Bingham coach Dave 
Peck had a simple question: 
Hadn’t they seen enough 
already? 
 All the 5-foot-10, 175-
pound linebacker had done was 
lead the team in total defensive 
points, a statistic Bingham 
coaches keep to show who is 
the most valuable player.  
 McRae led the team 
with seven interceptions, 
returned three for touchdowns, 
and came up with the game’s 
biggest defensive play in 
Bingham’s 35-24 win over Davis 
that allowed the Miners to 
capture the 5A title. 
 “We wanted to end on a 
good note,” said McRae of his 
third-quarter pick. “At that 
point, it was all or nothing. That 
was a momentum changer. We 
needed to prove we could win 
those big games.” 
 That didn’t happen the 
previous year, but Bingham 
made certain there was no  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
repeat. After beating Alta in the 
semifinal, a game in which 
McRae had eight tackles, a pass 
deflection and a fumble 
recovery, he tried to avoid a 
letdown in the final. 
 “We didn’t look at it like 
we were the favorite,” McRae 
said. “We had looked at Alta as 
the team to beat. They were 
the two-time defending 
champions and, until they were 
beaten, they were the team.” 
 The Miners finally did it, 
and he helped by joining guys 
like Brandon Lambert and Seni 
Fauonoku in holding Davis to a  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
single score in the second half. 
 McRae also had a pair of 
interceptions in the 
quarterfinal playoff against 
Syracuse.  
 The newspapers, and 
other coaches, must have 
noticed. McRae was named all-
state by both papers. 
 Now, McRae has a 
chance to use those awards to 
convince college coaches he 
can play. 
 “He can play. I know he 
can play,” said Peck.  
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BINGHAM FOOTBALL: Travis McRae profile 

 

Braden Anderson (left) and Travis McRae pose with the UHSAA championship trophy. 
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“I’ve seen it all year. He has something besides size that teams need. We were fortunate to have him.” 

  McRae began his junior season as a reserve, but impressed Peck and Bingham’s other coaches so 
much that, by the third game, he was promoted to a starting role. He finished among the team’s top tackles 
leaders. He had just one interception, but it came in Bingham’s playoff win against Jordan. 
 This year, he did more than just catch the pass. McRae returned picks for touchdowns against Kearns, 
Taylorsville and Syracuse. 
 Peck said the touchdown return – or “pick six” is one of the most explosive plays in football. That’s 
probably why it is rewarded with a lot of “points.” 
 The Syracuse game was one of his favorites. McRae said his other best game came against 
Cottonwood, a game in which he played with a slightly separated shoulder, but toughed it out. 

“I didn’t want to be taken out,” he said. 
Other highlights included the team dinners the night before each game, beating Alta (twice) and the 

trip to Texas to player powerhouse Trinity. 
 “The Texas trip made us realize that was someone bigger,” he said. “It brought us back to reality that 
we could be beaten.” 
 He said it also helped bring the team together. The three-night stay in a hotel, combined with practices 
and meals together, made a difference. 
 “We roomed together by position, so we got a chance to get to know each other better,” McRae said. 
“We could learn from each other and it helped the rest of the season. 
 But winning the state title stands out – at least for now. 
 Until some college comes looking for a 175-pound linebacker who can make a difference. 
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LEFT: Trans McRae upends Alta running back Brian Finnerty 
during the Miners’ 5A semifinal win. 
RIGHT: McRae steps in front of a receiver to earn one of his 
seven interceptions during the season. 
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