HILLCREST FOOTBALL: Pleasant Grove 48, Huskies 10

Huskies Can’t Keep Up With Powerful PG

By Bruce Smith
MatchupUT.com

PLEASANT GROVE —
Hillcrest opened the Region 4
part of its schedule Friday
night, and would quickly like
to forget it.

Hillcrest ran into
Pleasant Grove —a contender
for both the region and 5A
titles —and could not match
up, losing 48-10.

The home team
racked up 585 yards of
offense while yielding just
107. The Huskies only earned
six first downs all night, and
four of those were on
penalties.

“We were athletically
overmatched,” said Hillcrest
coach Kirk Merhish, whose
team dropped to 2-2 overall.
“They were the best physical
team we’ve played. We
caught them at their peak.”

Viking quarterback
Dallas Lloyd had a stellar
outing, completing 11-of-15
passes for 223 yards and four
touchdowns. He also rushed
six times for 55 yards.

“We brought pressure
from all different sides, but
we could not take down their
guarterback,” Merhish said.

Pleasant Grove
noticed that, too.

“Our offensive line
stepped up in their execution
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following a good play late in the Huskies’ loss to Pleasant Grove.

allowed us to put together
full drives," PG coach Dale
Sampson told the Provo
Herald. "This had to happen
in our progression as a team.
| thought they gave Dallas
some time to focus on what
he was trying to do."

Lloyd was quick to
agree.

"I thought the line did
a great job," he said. "Our
receivers ran crisp routes, we
had great timing, and every-
thing was in sync tonight. This
was a fun one.

"It was good to put 48
points up on the board. Our
offense is improving each
week."

It could have been
more. Lloyd and the other
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SCORING SUMMARY

Hillcrest 03 70-10
Pleasant Grove 14 14 20 0 - 48

PG — Jeff Harris 59 run
(Winston Sorhaitz kick)

PG — Kaden Newbold 30
pass from Dallas Lloyd (Sorhaitz
kick)

PG — Jason West 25 pass
from Lloyd (Sorhaitz kick)

PG — Sefa Tanoai 15 pass
from Lloyd (Sorhaitz kick)

H — FG Jeff Brown 35

PG — Jordan Hymas 2 run
(Sorhaitz kick)

PG — Harris 72 pass from
Lloyd (Sorhaitz kick)

H — Matt Pecht 35 pass from
Tanner Kemp (Brown kick)

PG — Austin Heder 3 run
(kick failed)

offensive starters were pulled
with five minutes left in the
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third quarter and did not
return. The Vikings threw
only two passes the entire
second half.

The second unit
produced the final
touchdown and didn't score
in the fourth.

Lloyd had some praise
for his team's defense as
well.

"We made a couple of
errors on special teams, but
overall our defense was
great," he said. "It helps to
have great talent around
you."

He added that the
most important thing his
team gains from a victory like
this is confidence.

“It's region win, and
every one of those is
important," he said. "We
know we have to come out
and play every game and not
look past anyone. We didn't
take Hillcrest lightly."

Not much stood out
for Hillcrest on this night. The
Huskies” only touchdown
came on a 35-yard pass from
Tanner Kemp to Matt Pecht.
Punter Connor Phelps played
well, and had a 53-yard punt
to his credit. On defense,
Liam Smith, Cole Christensen
and Nick Merhish had the
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Bridger Dallimore, Tanner Kemp, Jeff Brown and Adrin Vigil prepare
to meet with Pleasant Grove’s captains to start the game.
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Liam Smith (left) and
Nick Merhish await signals.

most tackles. Smith also had
a pass interception, and
Pecht recovered a fumble.

Viking Jeff Harris had
a breakout night, tallying four
carries for 86 yards and a
touchdown, then scoring
again on a 72-yard pass play.
Jordan Hymas picked up 49
yards on eight carries.
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Cory Maw takes a breather late in
the PG game.



