HILLCREST FOOTBALL: Jordan 56, Huskies 3

Hart’s Big Night Sends Huskies to the Showers

By Bruce Smith
MatchupUT.com

SANDY - Jordan
guarterback Alex Hart is
having a great season. He is
likely to make first team All-
state and has already agreed
to accept a scholarship offer
at Utah State.

On Friday night, he
showed another team why.

Hart threw for 340
yards and five touchdowns as
Jordan blew past Hillcrest 56-
3 in a Region 4 game. The win
kept the Beetdiggers’ chances
alive for a 5A state playoff
berth, while the Huskies lost
their third straight.

“It was what we
expected,” said Hillcrest
coach Kirk Merhish. “We
knew going into this region
that we were playing the best
of the best. Hart is the
greatest.”

Hart completed 23 of
35 passes, so it was kind of an
off night for him. He also ran
for one score. His touchdown
passes went to Braden
Hammond (3), Steve Morgan
and Anitelea Malaga.

Jordan led 42-3 at
halftime, and the Diggers’
defense played one of its best
games of the season, limiting
Hillcrest to 204 yards.
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Hillcrest’s Andy Harris steps in front of Ethan Jones of Jordan to
make a second-half interception near the end zone.

Ironically, it was
Hillcrest that scored first.

The Huskies took the
opening kickoff and
quarterback Tanner Kemp
the team downfield on a long
drive, which ended with a 35-
yard field goal by Jeff Brown.
But that was it for Hillcrest.

Kemp completed 12
of 35 passes for 119 yards,
and was intercepted three
times. The Huskies also let
running back Trae Kranz try
to make a big play, and he
completed one of three
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SCORING SUMMARY

Hillcrest 3 0 0 0- 3
Jordan 21 2114 O - 56

H - FG Jeff Brown 33
J—Alex Hart 1 run (Cody
Rodgers kick)
J—Braden Hammond 12
pass from Hart (Rodgers kick)
J —Steve Morgan 28 pass
from Hart (Rodgers kick)

J — Anitelea Malaga 20 run
(Rodgers kick)

J—Hammond 12 pass from
Hart (Rodgers kick)

J—Hammond 39 pass from
Hart (Rodgers kick)

J—Malaga 11 run (Rodgers
kick)

J — Malaga 47 pass from
Hart (Rodgers kick)
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Dylan Ford, Matt Augustyn, Dylan Foote, Cole Christensen and Taylor Bagley watch from the bench as the Hillcrest
mascot tries to give them some inspiration.
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passes for 14 yards.

“Early on, it was great,” said Merhish.
“We went straight down the field. We had the
energy and were feeling pretty good.”

Liam Smith ended up being Hillcrest’s
top receiver, with four catches for 30 yards.
Smith also had 14 tackles on defense. Bridger
Dallimore had three catches for 36 yards.

It didn’t take long for Jordan to catch up.
The Beetdiggers currently lead the state in

John Delaney tries to pounce on a fumble while

scoring and have piled up 40 or more points in Mohamad lbrahim holds the Jordan player.

four of their six games. The Diggers also put

together a nice rushing game, totaling 175 gave Hillcrest some brief momentum when he

yards. Hart was the top runner with 63 yards. tackled Jordan punter Taylor Loomis for a 35-
About the only problem Jordan had was yard loss.

with penalties, which totaled over 180 yards. * - Andy Harris had the team’s only
Hill crest’s :thighl i ghintercegtionc!| uded
* - The team had three sacks - by John * - Punter Connor Phelps punted three

Delaney, Dylan Ford and Austin Schugk, who times and averaged 52.7 yards.
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