HILLCREST FOOTBALL: Alta 49, Huskies 7

Huskies Don’t Have an Answer for Alta

By Bruce Smith
MatchupUT.com

SANDY — Nobody said
this game was going to be
easy, and it turned out they
were right.

The two-time
defending 5A champion Alta
Hawks moved into a tie for
first place in Region 4 with a
convincing 49-7 win over
Hillcrest, burying the Huskies
with a 28-point second
quarter.

“The kids kind of
perked up physically,” said
Hillcrest coach Kirk Merhish.
“We got some good hits on
them. | really thought we
would give them a better
game.”

Instead, the Hawks
used a balanced offensive
attack to put the game away.
QB Boston Handley, starting
in place of the injured Jordan
Brown, passed for 170 yards
and two touchdowns.

But Alta did most of
its damage on the ground. RB
Taylor Eyring rushed for 82
yards as the Hawks amassed
247 yards on the ground.
That also helped them
control time of possession,
and keep Hillcrest’s defense
on the field.

Continued on next page

TOP: QB Tanner Dastrup gets medical attention from a team trainer.
LEFT: Mohamed Ibraham leaves at field at the end of the first half.
RIGHT: Bridger Dallimore was among the team’s tackles leaders.
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Jeff Brown (No. 28), Andres Dominguez, Liam Smith, Trae Kranz, Mohamed Ibraham and Kaleb Kirmer line

up for the second-half kickoff against Alta.

Continued from previous page

Eyring scored Alta’s first three touchdowns, two on short runs and
another on a 7-yard pass from Handley.

“Our offense couldn’t move the ball, and we continued to
give them the ball on our side of the 50 (yard line),” Merhish said.
“Their No. 2 quarterback (Handley) didn’t miss a beat either.

“We would get the ball and go backwards,” he added.

You couldn’t blame Alta’s field position on Hillcrest punter
Connor Phelps, however. He punted eight times and averaged 45.0
yards per kick. He also put two inside Alta’s 20-yard line.

Alta led 42-0 at halftime. The Huskies got on the scoreboard
in the third quarter when Matt Pecht moved across the goal line on
a 4-yard run.

Alta had 66 plays, compared to Hillcrest’s 43, and the Hawks
used them a used them a lot better, accumulating almost 500 yards.

For Hillcrest, Tanner Kemp and Tanner Dastrup were under const
and ended up carrying the ball a combined 15 times.

On defense, Liam Smith, Bridger Dallimore, John Delaney and
Dylan Ford had the most tackles. Dallimore also picked up a fumble
and returned it 25 yards.
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SCORING SUMMARY

Hillcrest 0 0 7 0 - 7
Alta 1421 0 7 - 49

A —Taylor Eyring 1 run (Vance
Bingham kick)

A = Eyring 7 pass from Boston
Handley (Bingham kick)

A - Eyring 7 run (Bingham
kick)

A - Tyron Morris 34 pass from
Boston Handley (Bingham
kick)

A — Adrian Jefferson 8 run
(Bingham kick)

A —Handley 4 run (Bingham
kick)

H — Matt Pecht 4 run (Jeff
Brown kick)

A —Sam Zarbock 7 run (Tally
Wilsher kick)




