
 
 
 
 
 
 

Filipe challenges the big dogs … as the underdog 
 

By Bruce Smith 
MatchupUT.com 
 

 Devan Filipe doesn’t see the Skyline Eagles 
football team like most people. 

The Eagles have been one of 5A’s dominant 
teams for years. The team is regarded as a favorite 
to win the title almost every year. They can never 
be counted out. 

Filipe, however, still sees the Eagles as the  
underdog. 

Truth is, both seem to be right. 
Filipe is one of Skyline’s top players. Listed  

at 6-foot-2 and 245 pounds, he’s a big guy if met in 
the hallway. At home, he’s just another athlete, 
just like his older brother, Victor, who was an all-
state lineman at Highland and now plays for the 
University of Oregon. He also has an older sister, 
Joh-Teena, who graduated from Skyline in 2004 
and earned a basketball scholarship to Utah. She 
now plays for Fresno State. 

And, on the football field, he and his fellow 
linemen were smaller than their 2009 opponents 
across the line of scrimmage. 

Thus, he feels like he is the underdog. 
  “I still get excited to play,” Filipe said. “It’s 
nothing new. We’re always going up against bigger 
teams. I just look at it as a challenge.” 
 Opponents might find Filipe’s underdog 
feeling baseless, but better doesn’t always mean 
bigger. 
 That’s because the Eagles continued their 
strong football tradition, finishing with a 7-4 record 
and advancing to the 5A state playoffs for the 24th 
straight season.  

On offense, Skyline often blew opponents 
off the ball, averaging 6.1 yards per rushing 
attempt. The Eagles put up 386 points in 11 games  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(35.1 points per game) and scored 40 points or 
more five times. 
 On defense, Filipe followed linebackers 
Easton Story and Garrett Battaglia in tackles with 
34. However, Filipe was the team leader in sacks 
with five. 
 Running back Algernon Brown was the 
biggest benefactor of the offensive line play, 
rushing for 877 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
Quarterback Chase Dunford actually had the 
lowest per carry average, and he still rushed for  
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Devan Filipe (No. 75) and teammate Connor Airmet 
chase after a Granger ball carrier. 
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543 yards on 138 carries. 
 Skyline coach Roger Dupaix wasn’t 
surprised at the line’s efforts. 
 “They’ve got to tough it out and have 
good technique,” he said. 
 Dupaix and the Skyline staff help by 
teaching the Eagles’ linemen what they 
learned from coaches at the Air Force 
Academy, which runs a similar offense. Air 
Force also has to play teams bigger than 
itself. 
 “We have to adjust,” Filipe said. “The 
tradition is huge here and that’s what 
carries a lot of Skyline teams to reach a 
higher potential.” 
 And it’s not just with the line either. 
Filipe said he considers all of his Skyline to 
be friends. He said they bonded together 
quickly through practices, games and off-
field activities. 
 “This was the funnest season I had 
playing any sport,” he said. “The team was 
united. We bonded.” 
 In the 2009 season, Filipe said the 
team’s best game was against Highland, but 
he enjoyed going up against East and – 
surprisingly – Syracuse. 
 The Titans gave Skyline its worst loss 
of the season, 31-7, in the first round of the 
5A playoffs. Dupaix said Syracuse was a 
much bigger team and wore down his team. 
 But not Filipe. 
 “I just think I had my best games … 
personally … in those games,” he said. 
 Now that the season is over, Filipe 
hopes to continue playing football. No 
scholarship offers have been offered yet, 
but he’s still hopeful.  
 After all, he’s used to being the 
underdog. 
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Devan Filipe was an 
imposing presence on the 
Skyline line, and he played a 
major role in the Eagles’ 
ability to control the line of 
scrimmage. Now that his 
Skyline football career is 
over, Filipe believes he has 
a chance to continue on the 
college gridiron. 

Page 37 


