SKYLINE FOOTBALL: J.D. Peacock profile

Skyline football season helps Peacock recover

By Bruce Smith
MatchupUT.com

Twenty years from now, J.D. Peacock is
going to remember the 2009 Skyline football
season differently than every other Eagle player.

He will recall the team’s successful season,
which ended with a 7-4 record and 5A playoff
berth. He will appreciate the .
camaraderie among his
teammates and the
excitement football created
in the school’s hallways.

But Peacock’s biggest
memory will be of his mother,
Kelly, who died Oct. 8, right
in the middle of the season. «

“She just went to L W
sleep one night and didn’t J.D. Peacock
wake up,” J.D. said.

J.D. is Kelly and James Peacock’s only child.
In her obituary, Kelly Peacock was mentioned to be
J.D.’s biggest fan. She was a constant at Skyline
football games since J.D. began playing here, and
joined her husband as a member of the team’s
booster club.

She would have been proud of her son, who
came back from a torn ACL late last year to join
teammates Easton Story and Garrett Battaglia at
linebacker. J.D. finished in sixth place place in
tackles with 25. He also was credited with one sack.

“It was a great team. We had a lot of
friends,” J.D. said. “The team was really supportive.
Football was an easy way for me to take my mind
of it (his mother).”

J.D. grew up in the Midvale area and came
to Skyline two years ago from Hillcrest High School.
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tacklers and helped build depth at the position.
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As a sophomore, J.D. was forced to play on
the Hillcrest varsity team when over 20 players
decided to leave the team early in the season. The
Huskies won just one game that year. J.D. learned a
lot from the experience, but chose to attend school
elsewhere.
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“l came here to get a fresh start,” he said.

As far as football is concerned, coming to
Skyline was a success.

J.D., a 6-foot, 180-pounder, has been a
positive force for the Eagles, and he has helped
build depth at linebacker, which has proven to be
an important position since the team’s leading
tacklers played that position.

J.D. said his mother got to see him play his
best game Sept. 4 against Highland.

“l was butting heads with this guy named
Ono (Tafisi) and he weighs like 300 pounds (330
actually),” he said. “We hadn’t beaten them for
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Skyline linebacker J.D.
Peacock played a big role as
the Eagles moved into a new
region and continued their
winning tradition. Skyline
required a big effort from its
defense each game and
reached the playoffs for the
24" straight year.

years. | took Ono out of a lot of plays so that the
other linebacker could get 13-14 tackles.”

J.D. also recalls making a hard tackle on
Highland running back Toi Taufa early in the game,
and Highland chose to run to the other side of the
field after that. Skyline went on to win the game,
41-21.

“That was a great game,” he said. “The
whole team played well. We stuffed ‘em.”

With the season over, J.D. will continue to
concentrate on his studies until the baseball season
begins. J.D. hopes to play catcher and then
continue playing baseball in college, possibly not
too far from his father.
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